i6   DR. BARNARDO: PHYSICIAN, PIONEER, PROPHET
debt to Britain for this Revival In his brilliant book, Three
Religious Leaders of Oxford, referring to its guiding prophet,
he says: *'Happy is the nation which gave him to the
highest possible service. Incalculable are the obligations
which North America and the world at large owe her for
such a gift. Blessed are the people in whose midst he moved,
vigorous without vehemence, neither loud nor laboured,
but like a iked star of truth and goodness, a pattern of
private excellence and public virtue/5 z
Not everyone would agree with these high tributes. But
whoever might dissent, Dr. Barnardo, the central character
of the present study, to all of them would have said "Amen!"
The inspiration of his life-work is directly traceable to this
religious renewal.
Moreover, even among those who would contest the above
judgments, it would be admitted, that to the latter half of
the eighteenth century is traceable a Great Awakening of
Conscience, which acted as the nursing-mother of social reform.
From this awakening sprang a new valuation of human life,
a new passion for justice and equity, a new vision of society
as a unified whole, a new hatred of bestiality, a new
impulse to subjugate cruelty and oppression. This humani-
tarian awakening, too, gave birth to the famous philan-
thropic movement which, maturing in the nineteenth
century, expressed itself through a thousand organizations
designed not only to provide self-help and moral dynamic,
but also to brighten and sweeten human relationships.
The reality, then, of a great eighteenth-century awakening
of conscience is admitted on all sides. The only debatable
point is its immediate cause. And when all evidence is sifted,
two inspiring forces stand out in clear relief: one, the
Evangelical Movement in Britain; the other, the Radical
Movement on the Continent, often loosely styled the
Humanitarian Movement. Now Dr. Barnardo, as later will
appear, came under the power of both spheres of influence.
The book deals with WydifFe, Wesley and Newman (New York, 1916).